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WHAT IS RAPID DNA? 
 

• RAPID DNA IS AN AUTOMATED PROCESS OF DEVELOPING A 

DNA PROFILE FROM A SAMPLE (EITHER FROM A CRIME SCENE OR 

A PERSON) USING A SINGLE INSTRUMENT THAT COMPLETES THE 

ANALYSIS IN A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME 

• TYPICALLY LESS THAN TWO HOURS FROM START TO FINISH 

• FBI DEFINITION 



TRADITIONAL FORENSIC DNA ANALYSIS 

• 4 STEPS 

• EXTRACTION 

• QUANTITATION 

• AMPLIFICATION 

• ANALYSIS 

• EACH STEP REQUIRES HANDS-ON BY A SCIENTIST AND/OR THE 

USE OF INSTRUMENTATION 

• TOTAL TIME FOR STEPS AVERAGES 16-18 HOURS 

• CAN HANDLE ALL TYPES OF DNA SAMPLES 



TRADITIONAL FORENSIC DNA ANALYSIS 



RAPID DNA ANALYSIS 

• 3 STEPS 

• EXTRACTION 

• AMPLIFICATION 

• ANALYSIS 

• ALL STEPS COMPLETED BY ONE INSTRUMENT 

• TOTAL TIME FOR STEPS IS TWO HOURS OR LESS 

• FOCUSED ON SINGLE SOURCE SAMPLES 



RAPID DNA ANALYSIS 



HOW IS AZDPS USING RAPID DNA? 

 

• RAPID ARRESTEE PROGRAM – IN LAB ANALYSIS 

 

• FBI BOOKING STATION PILOT PROGRAM 

 

• RAPID CRIME SCENE PROGRAM 



RAPID DNA CRIME SCENE PROGRAM 
 

• HAS BEEN UTILIZED IN MORE THAN 400 CASES STATEWIDE SINCE 2014 

• HAS RESULTED IN NEARLY 150 INVESTIGATIVE LEADS 

• ALL TYPES OF CASES 

• OFFICER INVOLVED SHOOTING 

• BANK ROBBERY 

• CHILD MOLESTATION 

• ID OF BODY FOUND IN DESERT 

• BREAKING AND ENTERING SEX ASSAULT 
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Phoenix Sexual Assault Response Team 
Jody Wolf | Phoenix Police Department - Laboratory Services Bureau 



Phoenix Sexual Assault 
Response Team (SART) 

 
The City of Phoenix was awarded $1.59 million from the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance FY 2016 Sexual Assault Kit Imitative to build a comprehensive 

program for a SART that is victim-centered and trauma-informed.  



Background 

 2013 - SAFER Act passed by Congress 

 2015 –BJA SAKI Grant ($41 Million) 

 2015 – DANY Grant ($38 Million) 

 MCAO Awarded $2 Million 

 MOU with Phoenix 

 MDT Formed 

 2016 – FY16 SAKI Grant 

 MCAO Awarded $1.29 Million 

 Phoenix Awarded $1.59 Million 

 Governor’s Task Force on Sexual Assault 
Kits 

 Test All SAKs 

 2017 – FY17 SAKI Grant 

 MCAO Award 

 ARS 13-1426 

 ARS 13-1427 

 County Protocol 

 2018 – FY18 SAKI Grant 

 MCAO Application 

 Phoenix Application 

 AZ Guidelines for Coordinated Community 
Response 



Objectives 1. Implement a comprehensive sexual assault program 

a) Inventory 

b) SART 

2. Complete DNA testing of previously unsubmitted 
SAKs 

3. Develop/implement victim-centered protocols and 
procedures 

a) Maricopa County Protocol 

b) Direct to DNA Approach 

c) Enhance Victim Support Services 

d) Tracking system for SAKs 

4. Investigate and prosecute sexual assault/abuse cases 

 

Maricopa County  
Attorney’s Office 

Forensic Nurse 
Examiners 

Family Investigations Bureau  
Violent Crimes Bureau 

Laboratory Services Bureau 
Family Advocacy Center 

Strategic Initiatives 



Objectives 1. Implement a comprehensive sexual assault program 
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Direct to DNA (Y-Screening) 
What is it? 

 Allows for the selection of evidence for DNA analysis based 
on case scenario and the amount of MALE DNA present 

 

 Most laboratories found that Y-screening is more sensitive 
than traditional serology for detection of male cells 

 

 Fast extraction method to help decide which items to move 
forward with DNA analysis 

 

 



How can we focus on Male DNA? 



How can we focus on Male DNA? 



Y-Screening Method 

 Use of a commercially available chemistry kits 

 All swabs present in a sexual assault kit will be portioned and 
processed  

 Standard quantitation method used to determine the 
presence of male DNA 

 Screening tool 

 indicates if male DNA is present or not 



Summary of Stats (April, 2019) 

Total SAK Inventory (June 2018) 8,308 

Previously Tested SAKs 5,948 

SAKs Not Requiring Testing 25 

SAKs Requiring Testing (Un-submitted) 2,335 

SAKs sent to Private Vendors 2,102 

DNA SAK Reports Issued 1,954 

DNA Profiles Entered into CODIS 1037 

CODIS Hits 496 

Cases submitted for Prosecution 7 
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Enhance Victim Support Services 

 Victim and Community Outreach 

 PPD Web page enhancements for community and victim information 

 Flyers, Posters, FAQ brochures, shoe cards, and banners 

 Five Annual Sexual Assault Victim-Support Based Events 

 Community presentations 2-3 per month 

 Public Service Announcement for social media utilization 

 Translation of materials to Spanish 



Other SAK Testing Efforts (April, 2019) 

SAKs Tested from Other Grants 461 

SAKs Tested In-house 1,040 

Backlog 792 

DNA Profiles Entered into CODIS 789 

CODIS Hits 288 

TOTAL SAKs Requests Received 3,984 

TOTAL SAKs Tested 3,455 
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Looking Forward 

 Continuation of SAK Testing, 
Investigation, Victim Support Services, 
etc.  

 Hiring of grant personnel 

 Enhancement of Phoenix Program 

 SME Training 

 



Thank you! 

Jody Wolf 

Asst. Crime Lab Administrator 

Phoenix Police Dept. Crime 
Laboratory 

621 W Washington St. 

Phoenix, AZ 85027 

Jody.wolf@phoenix.gov 
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Sexual Assault  
Awareness Month  

Overview 
#TEALinitiative 

  



Outreach and Awareness 
• Myths and Facts Cards 
• Tabling at ASU, Take Back the 

Night, and Capitol Farmer’s 
Market 

• Buttons-Funded by DHS 
• Materials donated by DHS 

• Information Cards 
• Ribbons 
• Stickers 
• Bracelets 
• Pens 

• Governor’s Proclamation 

The #TEALinitiative is a community response 
to sexual violence that promotes statewide 
understanding that the conversation 
surrounding this pressing social should 
include: 
 
 Trauma-informed services 
 Empathetic responses 
 Accountability of perpetrators 
 Learning turned into action  





Brown Bag Sessions 

• 3 Sessions  
• DHS 
• DES 
• Executive Tower 

• Training provided by ACESDV 
• Appx. 20 participants at each session 
• Outreach to: 

• All State Offices in Executive Tower 
• State Agency Public Information 

Officers 
• House and Senate Offices 
• GOYFF Social Media 



Faith Community Sexual Assault Awareness Roundtable 
• Hosted by St. Patrick’s Catholic Community 
• 110 attendees 
• 4.88 out of 5 overall rating of event 

 

Agenda 
• Welcome 

• Director Maria Cristina Fuentes, GOYFF 
• Sexual Assault 101 

• Tasha Menaker, ACESDV 
• Survivor Story 

• ACESDV Speaker’s Bureau 
• Mandatory Reporting 

• Marina Awerbuch, Childhelp 
• Trauma-Informed Approach to Healing 

• Brenda Cochran, Pure Heart Church 
• Sexual Assault Prevention 

• Rachel Mitchell, Maricopa County Attorney’s 
Office 

• Panel Discussion 
• Rachel Mitchell, Maricopa County Attorney’s 

Office 
• Sanghoon Yoo, The Faithful City 
• Jessica Nicely, Winged Hope 
• Survivor 
• Doreen Nicolas, ACESDV 



Sexual Assault Response Symposium 
• 90 attendees 
• 4.5 out of 5 rating of overall event 
• Highest Ratings: Judiciary Services Panel and SART Panel 
• Meet and Greet with Governor Ducey and SART Leaders 

 

 
 

Agenda 
• Introduction 

• Director Maria Cristina Fuentes, GOYF 
• Welcome 

• Governor Doug Ducey 
• Recommended Guidelines 

• Lindsay Ashworth, ACESDV 
• Victim Services Panel 
• Trauma Certified Organizations 

• Dr. Robert Rhoton, Arizona Trauma 
Institute 

• Law Enforcement Panel 
• Judiciary Services and Prosecution Panel 
• SART Panel 
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